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Update on Prospective Case Studies:

Proposed Prospective Study with Chesapeake Energy (OK):
EPA and Chesapeake conducted a conference call 01 March 2012, to discuss the
selection of a replacement site in northern OK, and the conceptual design of
monitoring wells that would be able to detect a release near the borehole within 6
months of its occurrence.  EPA provided a technical memorandum on the potential
use of horizontal monitoring wells to Chesapeake that discussed the design,
materials, sampling procedures, and use of this type of well at other sites. 
On 14 March 2012, EPA and Chesapeake conducted a conference call where the
topic was proposed to be the technical feedback from Chesapeake on the well
design, but they were still in preparation of written comments.  EPA indicated that
we cannot move forward on this site until agreement on the conceptual design of
the monitoring wells was reached, and that delays beyond the end of the month
would jeopardize the project schedule.
In response, a face to face meeting was set up for 23 March 23, 2012, at the
Chesapeake offices in Oklahoma City.  At this meeting, EPA will bring it's contractor,
potential drillers with experience in horizontal monitoring wells, and a representative
of the state agency which has registered horizontal monitoring wells in the past (the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board) to answer technical questions.  

  Ramona Trovato,
Acting Principle Deputy Assistant Administrator (ORD) for Management, is expected
to attend this meeting. 

- dgj -

David G. Jewett, Ph.D.
Acting Director
Ground Water and Ecosystems Restoration Division

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Research and Development
National Risk Management Research Laboratory
Ground Water and Ecosystems Restoration Division
Mail:    P.O. Box 1198, Ada, Oklahoma 74821
Phone:    580.436.8560
Fax:    580.436.8703
E-mail:    jewett.david@epa.gov
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(202) 564-4583 - office
(202) 565-2911 - fax
briskin.jeanne@epa.gov

Address for Deliveries:
US EPA
Ronald Reagan Building --Room 51144
Washington DC  20004
----- Forwarded by Jeanne Briskin/DC/USEPA/US on 03/19/2012 01:35 PM -----

From:    MaryEllen Mitchell/DC/USEPA/US
To:    Fred Hauchman/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Maggie
LaVay/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Jeanne Briskin/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Date:    03/19/2012 11:53 AM
Subject:    Regional Update and Fracking Update for the Program Update -
due by noon on Thursday please

Hi Fred, Maggie and Jeanne, 

Our next Program Update is March 30th so we are preparing our materials for that.
Could you please send me an updated Regional Update and Hydraulic Fracturing
update? 

 

Many thanks, 

MEM 

__________________________
Mary Ellen Mitchell
Special Assistant to the Chief of Staff
Office of the Assistant Administrator for Research and Development 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, D.C.  
(202) 564.1439
mitchell.maryellen@epa.gov 
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